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Pray for us. Amen

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 
7:00 pm 
Sunday 
11:30 am
Eucharistic 
Adoration: First 
Thursday of each 
month At 7:30PM

Loving God and father of all, 
accept the prayers we offer 
through the intercession of your 
servant St. Maron. Guide and 
strengthen your people who 
follow in his holy example.  
Teach us to he faithful as he 
was and to keep our hearts 
attuned to your  constant 
presence in our lives. Through 
the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit may we, like St. Maron 
seek  you at all times and drink 
in your living waters of grace. 
Quench our parched souls as 
we enter into the desert of  this 
world that seeks to forget you 
and expel your name from 
every aspect of life. May we 
boldly proclaim your goodness 
to all by the witness of our own 
lives. Stir up devotion and virtue 
in the hearts of your people as 
we seek to follow the example 
of your priest, St. Maron. We 
ask this through Christ our 
Lord . Amen

Bulletin Committee: Fr. Fadi Rouhana - Mrs Daisy Raad  - Mr Elie Rouhana - Mrs Nesrine Dagher



MYA /MYO Retreat MYA - MYO 

Mass Intentions Announcement 

Sunday, 2/2/2020 is the Feast of The 
Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple.  
The 11:30AM  Divine Liturgy will be celebrated 
with candles blessing.  Please bring your own 
candles.

Sunday, 2/9/2020 is the Feast of St. Maron and 
the Sunday of the Righteous and Just.  
The 11:30AM Divine Liturgy will be offered as a 
40 Day Memorial for the repose of the soul of 
Elie Choueifati requested by his family.  
May his soul Rest In Peace.

Sunday, 2/16/2020 is the Sunday of the Faithful 
Departed. The 11:30 AM Divine Liturgy with the 
Prayers of the Incense will be offered for the 
repose of the souls of our loved ones.  May their 
souls  Rest In Peace. 

Please join us on Friday, 3/6/2020 after the 
prayers of the Stations of the Cross 
at St. Charbel’s House for a Lenten Dinner 
consisting of lentil soup, mjadara, meatless 
potato Kibbee and Zaatar and Chesse Saj..
Tickets are:
$15 for adults 
$10 for children 12-6
Free for Children under 6 years old.
Please consider it an almsgiving during Lent.

Lenten Dinner
Ash Monday

Monday, 2/24/2020 is Ash Monday, the 
beginning of Lent.  The Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated at 7:30 PM with the distribution of 
the ashes on the parishioners’ foreheads. 
Stations of the Cross During the Lenten Season, 
the prayers of the Stations of the Cross will take 
place every Friday at 7:30 PM starting on Friday 
2/28/2020.

Sunday, February 9. 2020 : Forty day mass 
for the repose soul of the late Elie Choueifati. 
Followed by mercy meal at Mr. Pierre and 
Mrs. Aline Choueifati house : 17701 Currie 
Ford Dr, Lutz 33558.

Sunday, February 23. 2020: Mass for the 
repose soul of Therese Achkouti .



Wedding Anniversary 
Jubilees:

 St. Charbel’s House

His Excellency Sayedna, Bishop Gregory 
Mansour will be making a Pastoral visit to 
our Parish on the Weekend of Saturday, 
March 28, and Sunday, March 29, 2020. 
Sayedna will be the main celebrant of the 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday honoring married 
couples celebrating their (25th) and (50th) 
Anniversary of marriage in the Maronite 
Catholic Church.  Couples must attend the 
ceremony to receive their special recognition 
of their wonderful commitment to the 
importance and the permanence of this 
sacred sacrament.Therefore, I ask all couples 
who have been married for either 25 or 50 
years to please contact Father Fadi with your 
names.
Thank you and may God bless you with 
many more years together.Feast Days in February : 

Sunday 2 : Presentation of the Lord 
Sunday 9 : Feast day  of Saint  Maron 
Tuesday 11 : Our Lady of Lourdes 
Monday 24 : Ash Monday , beginning of Lent

Coffee Hour
Feb 2 Mr. Michel and Mrs. Rita Dabal
Feb 9 Church Council
Feb 16 Mr.Alex and Noha Moubarak 
Feb 23 Mrs. Ghada Harb

This house the parish just bought and is 
located behind the church.  It was once a 
rectory, the house in which our beloved Fr. 
Peter Boulos lived. We have fixed it, painted 
it and cleaned it to be used for the church’s 
functions and activities. From now on, the 
Coffee Hour will be held there, also the 
classes for our children Religious Education 
and the MYO and MYA meetings and 
activities.

Our Lady of Lourdes



MYA Events

MYA /MYO Retreat MYA - MYO 

CCD Classes
The Maronite Young Adult Organization met 
on January 10, 2020 at church.  
The main topic was Baptism where Abouna 
Fadi Rouhanna spoke about the significance 
of baptism in our lives, and also touched on 
the topic of the spiritual life as a Maronite 
Catholic.  
The next meeting will be February 7 at 7:30 
PM and will be held in the house of St. 
charbel.  Hope to see many young adults 
there.

The children of our parish started the year by 
meeting on Saturday January 25, 2020 at Saint 
Charbel house.  
The topic of the month was baptism and 
Epiphany, where the children learned the roots 
of baptism as it pertains to our daily life.  The 
day included games, crafts, and lunch. 
The next CCD class will me on February 
22,2020 at 11:30 AM. 
It’s never too late to Register your children ages 
5-11.  Please see Mrs. Christine Rathgerber for
registration and more information.

MYO Events
The Maronite Youth Organization (MYO) met 
on January 18, 2020 at the church grounds
The theme for the gathering was “Baptism” 
where Miss Rania Takla was the spiritual 
speaker, she emphasized how baptism plays a 
role in our daily lives.  The day included many 
games and challenges to bring our youth 
closer to each other and to their church.  
The next MYO meeting will be February 15, 
2020 at 5:30.  
For further information or to register your 
child please contact Paul Kordahi

MARONITE SISTERS IN 
CHRIST SODALITY

The Maronite Sisters in Christ Sodality of Sts. 
Peter and Paul met on January 7, 2020 and 
January 21, 2020 for their bi-weekly meetings.  
The meetings always start with prayer and 
devotions along with Bible discussions open to 
the members.  Up- coming events were also 
discussed and planned.  
The members are running a food drive to 
benefit Santa Maria Mission, a bin  has been 
placed inside the church to collect non- 
perishable food and items that will be donated 
to the homeless community in Tampa.  
MSCS will meet on February 4th and 18th at 10 
AM at Saint Charbel house and also invites any 
interested ladies in joining them for prayer.



 Topic of the month :
Saint Maron was a 4th-century Syriac Christian hermit monk in the Taurus Mountains whose 
followers, after his death, founded a religious Christian movement that became known as the Syriac 
Maronite Church or the Modern Maronites. St Maron is considered the Father of the spiritual and 
monastic movement now called the Maronite Church. His holiness and miracles attracted many 
followers. He was known for his simplicity and his extraordinary desire to discover God’s presence 
in all things. For Maron, all was connected to God and God was connected to all. He did not 
separate the physical and spiritual world and actually used the physical world to deepen his faith 
and spiritual experience with God. He was able to free himself from the physical world by his 
passion and fervor for prayer and enter into a mystical relationship of love with God. He lived his 
life in the open air next to a temple he had transformed to a church. He spent his time in prayer and 
meditation exposed to the forces of nature such as sun, rain, hail and snow.

Views of the chapel housing the tomb of St. Maroun



As Maronite’s we celebrate Ash Monday. In the West, Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of the 
Lenten season.
The Maronite Lenten season begins with the “Entrance into Great Lent” on Cana Sunday. The fast 
starts on Monday because Maronites do not fast on the day of the Resurrection.
In the Western Syriac tradition the Monday Lenten Liturgy was originally the “Monday of oil”.
Oil is used for purification and is referred to in many contexts. The Syriac writer consistently refer to 
it.  “Stained bodies are anointed with the sanctifying oil with a view to expiation. They are purified but 
not destroyed. They descend marked by sin and arise pure as a child” (St Ephrem).
The Maronite Church, influenced by Ash Wednesday in the Latin Church, has later adopted into the 
Monday liturgy the blessing and distribution of the Ashes.
Which brings us to another question.
Why is Great Lent for Maronite’s more than forty days?
The forty days originates from Jesus’s forty days in the wilderness.
“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for 
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he 
was hungry.” Luke 4:1-2. The Maronite Church commemorates the temptation of Jesus in the 
wilderness on the fortieth day of Maronite Lent (it has its own Liturgy). That falls on the Friday before 
Hosanna Sunday (Palm Sunday for Roman Catholics). From Cana Sunday to temptation Friday in the 
week of Bartimaeus the Blind we get exactly 40 days. The next day we enter Passion Week with Lazarus 
Saturday, which is really its own Liturgical period and seperate from the 40 days.

In Christ     
Theresa Simon

Why Ash Monday and how is Lent forty days in the Maronite Church?

SAINT VALENTINE 
On February 14, lovers all around the world celebrate and exchange gifts in the name of Saint 
Valentine, officially known as Valentine of Terni, who is a third-century Roman saint commonly 
associated with "courtly love."
St. Valentine is the Patron Saint of couples, bee keepers, engaged couples, epilepsy, fainting, 
greetings, happy marriages, love, lovers, plague, travelers, and young people. He is represented in 
pictures with birds and roses.
Under the rule of Claudius, Rome was involved in many wars and tribulations. The emperor 
needed to have a strong army, but it was very hard to get men to join the military due to their 
attachments and responsibilities to their homes and families. To eliminate the problem, Claudius 
banned all marriages and engagements in Rome. Valentine, realizing the malice of the new rule, 
opposed Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret.

When Valentines actions became known, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Valentine was 
arrested and dragged before the Prefect of Rome, who condemned him to be beaten to death with 
clubs and to have his head cut off. The sentence was carried out on February 14, on or about the 
year 270.

On this Valentine’s Day, let’s look at the example of Saint Valentine, where each person should 
offer his love to the Lord and pledge his love to those loved ones, friends and neighbors thanking 
them for their love in return.  Jesus said: “my command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” St Valentine fulfilled 
this command, and may we do the same.

”اذكر یا إنسان أنك من التراب والى التراب تعود“
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