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Pray for us. Amen

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 
7:00 pm 
Sunday 
11:30 am
Eucharistic 
Adoration: First 
Thursday of each 
month At 7:30PM

During this holy season of 
Christmas we ask you loving 
God  for your blessing on all our 
families. May we focus this 
Christmas on the ultimate gift,  
your love .
 Loving father help us remember 
the birth of Jesus that we may 
share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness  of the shepherds 
and the worship of the wise 
men. Close the door of hate and 
open the door of love all over 
the world. Let kindness come 
with every gift and good desires 
with every greeting. Deliver us 
from  evil by the blessing which 
Christ brings, and teach us to be 
merry with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be Thy 
children,  And the Christmas 
evening bring us to our beds 
with grateful thoughts, Forgiving 
and forgiven for Jesus sake .  
Let Jesus' birth ignite all families 
with a spirit of light and love. 
Amen

Bulletin Committee: Fr. Fadi Rouhana - Mrs Daisy Raad  - Mr Elie Rouhana - Mrs Nesrine Dagher



Wedding Anniversary 
Jubilees:

Christmas Novena: 

His Excellency Sayedna, Bishop Gregory 
Mansour will be making a Pastoral visit to 
our Parish on the Weekend of Saturday, 
March 28, and Sunday, March 29, 2020. 
Sayedna will be the main celebrant of the 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday honoring married 
couples celebrating their (25th) and (50) 
Anniversary of marriage in the Maronite 
Catholic Church.  Couples must attend the 
ceremony to receive their special recognition 
of their wonderful commitment to the 
importance and the permanence of this 
sacred sacrament.Therefore, I ask all couples 
who have been married for either 25 or 50 
years to please contact Father Fadi with your 
names.
Thank you and may God bless you with 
many more years together.

Please join us for the Christmas Novena 
starting on Sunday, December 15 after the 
11:30AM Divine Liturgy and it will continue 
for 9 consecutive evenings at 7:30PM 
Weeknights and immediately after the 
weekend Liturgies until Monday, December 
23rd. The novena prayers are a powerful 
instrument to prepare us spiritually for the 
Glorious Birth of Our Lord.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Liturgies 
Schedule:
Please come and join us at our Christmas 
Liturgies to celebrate the Birth of our Lord.  
Tuesday, Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019 
at 6:00PM and at 11:30AM on Christmas Day,  
Wednesday, December 25, 2019

Wednesday, 1/1/2020
Circumcision of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
New Year.  A Holy Day of Obligation. Divine 
Liturgy will be celebrated at 7:30PM

Mass Intentions 
12/1/19
For the repose of the soul of Dr. Edward 
Sayad offered by his son Dr. Dany Sayad.

Feast Days in December : 
Sunday 8 : Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary .
Saturday 14 : Saint John of the Cross, 
priest and doctor.
Tuesday 24 : Birth of our Lord Jesus ,  Holy 
Christmas eve .
Thursday 25 : Christmas day.
Friday 27 : Saint John the Apostle and 
evangelist.

Coffee Hour
Dec 1-  Dr. Dany and Mrs. Jan Sayad. 
Dec 8-  Christmas Party.
Dec 15- Mr. Tony and Mrs. Nesryne Dagher
Dec 22- Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Joelle Matta
Dec 29-  Mr. Elie and Mrs. Lauren Rouhana.



MYA Events

MYA /MYO Retreat MYA - MYO 

CCD Classes
The Maronite Young Adult Organization was 
hard at work at the annual festival, from 
performing traditional skits and dances to 
cleaning and coordinating events.  Everyone 
ages 18-35 is encouraged to be present at the 
next meeting which be held at the church 
grounds Friday December 6 around a bonfire.   
The night will include adoration, reflections, 
food and much more.  “A song was heard at 
Christmas to wake the midnight sky. A 
Saviour’s birth, and peace on earth, and praise 
to God on high. “

The children of our parish met for their first 
rehearsal on November 23, 2019 in preparation 
for their annual Christmas Party that will be 
held on December 21,2019 at Incarnation 
Catholic School 5124 Gateway Dr, Tampa, Fl 
33615 at 12 P.M.
This year will be extraordinary, as we are 
partnering with St. Elias Orthodox Church to 
bring much Christmas cheer to all. 
There will be no formal classes for the Month of 
December but instead will be Meeting every 
Saturday at 2 PM for play rehearsals.  
It’s never too late to Register your children ages 
5-11.  Please see Mrs. Christine Rathgerber for 
registration and more information.
“The magic of Christmas is not in the presents, 
but in His presence.”

MYO Events
The Maronite Youth Organization (MYO) met 
on October 5,2019 to discuss and organize 
volunteering for  the upcoming annual festival.  
They have been meeting weekly to practice the 
village play that will performed at the festival. 
The meetings always include faith and spiritual 
learning as well as planning for future events 
and Lunch.  
You may register your child at the meeting or 
reach out to Marwa Dirani for further 
information.  
“I have set the Lord always before me, because 
he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken” 
Psalms 16:8

Christmas reflection: 
While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. — Luke 2:6-7 
Thought: Jesus entered our world in the most 
normal of ways for a child: the time came, his 
mother gave birth, he was wrapped in soft cloth, 
and placed in a crib. Only this was the Son of 
God who was born. His crib was a corncrib 
where animals ate, not a baby's crib. His room 
was a stable because there was no room for him. 
It wasn't just normal; it was common, even below 
average conditions for his birth. Can you 
imagine? The Holy God who created everything 
enters our world as a baby to share our way of 
life as one of us. Why? He loves us and wants us 
to come home to him. Incredible! Incredible 
story. Incredible love. Incredible God!



MYA /MYO Retreat

The Maronite Sisters in Christ Sodality of Sts. 
Peter and Paul cordially invite you and your 
families to celebrate with them their 10th 
anniversary during the Parish Christmas  party. 
It will take place at Carrolwood Clubhouse 
13903 Clubhouse Dr, Tampa, Fl 33618 at 1 P.M. 
on December 8th. 

MYA - MYO 

MARONITE SISTERS IN 
CHRIST SODALITY

1. Who told Mary and Joseph to go to
Bethlehem?
2. Which Old Testament prophet had the
most to say about the birth of Christ?
3. Who told Joseph the baby’s name was to
be Jesus?
4. In the accounts of Jesus' birth how many
visits from angels are there?
5. How many days old was Jesus when he
was circumcised and given his name?
6. How many times do angels say 'Do not
be afraid'?
7. What does Jesus' other name,
"Emmanuel", mean?
8. Why did Joseph and Mary go to the city
of David?
9. What guided the wise men to find Jesus?
10. To where did Jesus' family flee from
Bethlehem?

Answer Key: 1-Ceasar Augustus 2-The 
book of Isiah 3- Angel Gabriel 4- (6) 5- (8) 
6- (4)
7- God with us 8- to pay taxes 9- A star 10-
Egypt

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR 

BIBLE?

Thank you Racha Eid and Sawsan Morkos For 
the Christmas decoration in the church . 

On December 15, 2019, 
the vote to a new Church Council will take 
place after the 11:30AM Divine Liturgy.
Anyone who wishes to serve the church and 
would like to be a member of the Church 
Council must be committed to the church, 
acclaimed to have good conduct, loving 
individual and active in the church, 
please add your name to the list that is in the 
church.The law of the Church Council per the 
Eparchy of St. Maron in Brooklyn, New York, 
consists of 4 members voted in by the 
parishioners and 
3 -4 members appointed by the parish priest.

New Church Council 
Election



St. Nicholas was a Bishop who lived in the fourth century in a 
place called Myra in Asia Minor (now called Turkey). He was 
a very rich man because his parents died when he was young 
and left him a lot of money. He was also a very kind man and 
had a reputation for helping the poor and giving secret gifts 
to people who needed it.
Because of his kindness Nicholas was made a Saint. St. 
Nicholas is not only the saint of children but also of sailors! 
One story tells of him helping some sailors that were caught 
in a dreadful storm off the coast of Turkey. The storm was 
raging around them and all the men were terrified that their 
ship would sink beneath the giant waves. They prayed to St. 
Nicholas to help them. Suddenly, he was standing on the 
deck before them. He ordered the sea to be calm, the storm 
died away, and they were able to sail their ship safely to port.
Saint Nicolas pray for us !

Our Financial Statement: 
As of 11/29/2019 

Checking Balance: $64,216.02 
Saving Balance: $139,747.37

We are coordinating with His 
excellency Bishop Gregory 
Mansour and Chorbishop 
Micheal Thomas to obtain a total 
loan of $325 Thousand from the 
Knights of Columbus to 
purchase the land next to our 
Church.  

Saint Barbara, also known as the Great Martyr Barbara, was an 
early Christian Greek martyr born mid-third century in 
Heliopolis, Phoenicia.
Barbara secretly became a Christian and dedicated her life to 
knowing the true God and making Him known to others. She 
offered herself completely to the Lord, choosing a life of 
consecrated virginity.
Barbara was condemned to death by beheading by her father. 
She is the patron saint of armourers, artillerymen, architects, 
mathematicians, miners and the Italian Navy. St. Barbara is 
one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, venerated because their 
intercession is believed to be particularly effective against 
diseases. Barbara is often invoked against lightning and fire, 
with associations of explosions. Her feast day is celebrated on 
December 4. Saint Barbara! pray for us.



DOCTRINE OF INCARNATION:

More than a festive way to spend our late Decembers, the doctrine of the Incarnation is perhaps the 
central truth in Christian doctrine. 
It is found in almost every Christian creed and statement of faith, "I believe in God the Father, Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord: who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary…"
These are a part of the doctrine we call the Incarnation: That Jesus, pre existed and fully God, was 
conceived of the Virgin with a physical body. So why was the Incarnation really necessary to fulfill Gods 
plan of redemption?According to the creed, “the word became flesh for us men and for our salvation”. 
Jesus came to save us, to show us love and be a model to all. What an amazing Realty that Jesus became 
one of us and can relate to our sorrows and sufferings and hold our hands in times of pain and 
happiness.  He came to reveal the nature of the Father and redeem all mankind.  He came to reign over 
creation, as it will have no end. As we start to celebrate the Christmas season this year, let’s not neglect 
the power and truth of the Incarnation in the year ahead.

The Lebanese food festival of Tampa bay: 
We would like to take a moment to express 
to all of you our gratitude and sincere 
appreciation for all you efforts  and support 
whether monetary or through your hard 
work to contribute to the success of our 
festival . It was an overwhelming success 
and we are proud of you .  The cooperation 
of so many of our parishioners beginning 
with the festival committee who spend 
many weeks of planning and organizing,  to 
our parish staff who handled sales, ordering, 
serving  and so many details. Your 
wonderful cooperation make us achieve our 
dream of a better church and help our 
parish to grow in fellowship.  Once again 
thank you and may God reward you 
abundantly.
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