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Come, Holy Spirit, fill my heart with Your holy gifts. Let 

my weakness be penetrated with Your strength this very 

day that I may fulfill all the duties of my state 

conscientiously, that I may do what is right and just. Let 

my charity be such as to offend no one and hurt no one's 

feelings; so generous as to pardon sincerely any wrong 

done to me. Assist me, O Holy Spirit, in all my trials of 

life, enlighten me in my ignorance, advise me in my 

doubts, strengthen me in my weakness, help me in all my 

needs, protect me in temptations and console me in 

afflictions. Graciously hear me, O Holy Spirit, and pour 

Your light into my heart, my soul, and my mind. Assist me 

to live a holy life and to grow in goodness and grace. 

Amen. 

Masses and services Schedule: 

 
Eucharistic Adoration 1st Thursday of each month 

Thursday February 7th: Eucharistic Adoration at 7:00 PM 
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Friday February 1st: Holy Mass at 7:30 PM for the Feast 

of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple with candles 

blessing. Please bring your own candles if you are 

planning to attend. 

Saturday February 9th: Holy mass at 7:00 PM for the 

Feast of Saint Maron followed by desserts and 

refreshments donated by the Lebanese Kataeb, Tampa 

Chapter. 

 Saturdays: 7:00 PM except for Saturday February 2nd. 

Sundays: Divine Liturgy at 11:30AM Vigil Mass 

 

Mass Intentions: 
If you would like to schedule a mass for a specific 

intention and would like to have it posted in the bulletin, 

please contact Fr. Fadi at least 10 days in advance of the 

new month. 

So far, all masses for the month of February are available 

and if you wish to schedule a mass, please contact Fr. Fadi 

and it will be announced during the weekly 

announcements. 

 Feast Days: 

 
Saturday February 2nd: The Feast of the Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple. 

Saturday February 9th: The Feast of St. Maron (Holy 

Day of Obligation)  

Monday February 11th: World Day of the Sick. The day 

coincides with the commemoration of Our Lady of 

Lourdes. 

Thursday February 14th:   The feast of St. Valentine of 

Rome is known today and celebrated around the world. 

This tradition was spread by the Benedictines, the first 

guardians of the basilica dedicated to the saint in Terni. 



Wednesday February 27th: St. Thalaleus, Disciple of St. 

Maron. 

Thursday February 28th: Sts. Konra and Marana, 

Disciples of St. Maron. 

Monday March 4th: The beginning of Lent season. We 

will celebrate the mass at 7:30 PM with distribution of 

ashes on the parishioners’ forehead. 

 

Feast of Saint Maron: 
 

Saint Maron was a 4th-

century Syriac 

Christian hermit monk in 

the Taurus Mountains whose 

followers, after his death, 

founded a religious Christian 

movement that became 

known as the Syriac Maronite 

Church or the Modern 

Maronites. St Maron is 

considered the Father of the 

spiritual and monastic movement now called the Maronite 

Church. His holiness and miracles attracted many 

followers. He was known for his simplicity and his 

extraordinary desire to discover God’s presence in all 

things. For Maron, all was connected to God and God was 

connected to all. He did not separate the physical and 

spiritual world and actually used the physical world to 

deepen his faith and spiritual experience with God. He was 

able to free himself from the physical world by his passion 

and fervor for prayer and enter into a mystical relationship 

of love with God. He lived his life in the open air next to a 

temple he had transformed to a church. He spent his time 

in prayer and meditation exposed to the forces of nature 

such as sun, rain, hail and snow. 
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Coffee Hour: 
 
 

Sunday Feb 3rd: Mr. Adel and Mrs Fifi Houayek  

Saturday Feb 9th: Lebanese Kataeb Tampa Chapter  

Sunday Feb 10: Leftovers from Saint Maron Feast  

Sunday Feb 17: Mr. Hanna and Mrs.Noha Daoud  

Sunday Feb 24: Mr. Alain Hajj and Mrs. Joelle Saliba  

 

January Major Events 

 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany: 
Saturday, January 5, 2019 on the Eve of the Feast of the 

Epiphany and the Feast of 

the Baptism of Jesus by 

Saint John the Baptist in the 

Jordan River, the 

parishioners of Sts. Peter and 

Paul in Tampa, Florida 

joined Fr. Fadi Rouhana to 

celebrate the Holy Mass at 

7PM during which the Holy 

water was blessed. There was 

a great turnout at mass followed by a reception for the 

Feast outside the church. Thanks to all the parishioners 

who prepared the Maronite tradition food and pastries for 

the occasion such as zlaibyeh (fried dough), Maacroun, 

aawaymett and much more. Parishioners stood in a long 

line to get the blessings of the Feast. Dayem Dayem  

 

 

 

 



His Excellency Bishop Gregory Mansour 

Special Visit to our parish 

 
On Friday, January 11, 2019, His Excellency, Sayedna 

Bishop Gregory Mansour arrived at the Parish of Sts. Peter 

and Paul Maronite Catholic Church in Tampa, Florida.   

He met with His Excellency, Bishop Gregory L. Parkes of 

the Diocese of St. Pittsburgh. The meeting between the two 

Bishops was pleasant, friendly, joyful and fruitful. Bishop 

Gregory L. Parkes showed his embrace, love, and support 

to Sts. Peter and Paul Parish and his willingness to help the 

Parish in the New Church and Hall Building. Sayedna 

Gregory Mansour was very appreciative and thanked 

Bishop Parkes for his love and support to our  

Parish. 

After, Sayedna Gregory Mansour met with Sts. Peter and 

Paul Church Council in Sts. Peter and Paul church.  

They prayed together.  

The members discussed with Sayedna all the future 

activities planned for the parish. They introduced him to 



the MYO, MYA, and the Sodality of the Maronite Sisters 

in Christ, organizations in the parish. They also brought up 

the ACH enrollment and are hoping that more of the 

faithful parishioners will sign up for it to show 

commitment and steady income in order for the parish to 

get the loan needed from the bank for our New Church 

Building. 

After the meeting, the Parish Council members joined 

Sayedna at the Byblos Restaurant for dinner. They drank a 

toast to love, commitment, unity, and cooperation and 

shared a bite together.  

Everyone was joyful, happy and blessed to be in the 

company of Sayedna. 

Then, Sayedna and Father Fadi returned to the rectory. In 

the hope that Sayedna will resume his meetings with the 

parish organizations on Saturday and Sunday. 

Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Saturday, January 12, 2019, Sayedna visited the New 

Land.  He toured it and was taken by its beauty and size.  

He blessed it and prayed for God’s will to be done. 



 

The Maronite Sisters in Christ Sodality  
 

On Saturday, January 12th, The Maronite Sisters in Christ 

were honored to meet with Bishop Gregory Mansour. The 

meeting was very fruitful and blessed. The following day, 

during Mass, the Bishop consecrated the MSIC as a 

sodality.  

 
Their next goal as a sodality is to plan a charitable event to 

help the homeless and the poor through the Santa Maria 

Mission. They will be collecting non-perishable food (such 

as pasta, peanut butter, canned food, cereal, dry milk, etc.) 

starting the last Sunday in February. They would love for 

the church community to help out. A big box will be in the 

church vestibule. They are counting on the generosity of 

Sts. Peter and Paul parishioners to donate items to this 

cause. Additionally, they would love welcoming new 

members to the MSIC. If you would like to join the 

Sodality, their upcoming meetings will be February 

9th and 15th at 10am at the church. 

 



Children Religious Education Classes: 

During his visit to our parish, Sayedna joined the CCD 

classes for a meeting and lunch at Sts. Peter and Paul 

Church.  He took pictures with the children and before 

lunch, Sayedna showed the children pictures from his 

phone taken in Lebanon of the Valley of Kadisha and 

pictures of other monasteries and Saints in Lebanon and 

made conversations with the children about the Saints and 

the monasteries.   

He then had lunch with the children. Thank you to all the 

parishioners who prepared the delicious lunch, to name 

few; pizza, pies, nammoura and many more. 

After lunch, the children watched a 5 minutes video on the 

Baptism of Jesus.   

 



Later on there were open questions and answers between 

the children and Sayedna. The children asked about 30 

interesting and deep questions. Sayedna was astonished by 

their questions and didn’t expect that the children would 

have such questions to ask. Some of the questions 

included: 

Why do we celebrate the Holy Mass on Sunday and not 

Saturday? 

Why is there evil and war in the world? 

Why isn’t Easter celebrated on the same day by all the 

Christians in the world? 

It was a wonderful visit. 

The next meeting for the CCD classes is February 9, 

2019 at Incarnation Catholic church, from 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m. 

 
 

MYO & MYA Meeting with Bishop: 

 

 
On January 12, the MYA and MYO of Saints Peter and 

Paul Maronite Catholic Church had the pleasure of 

meeting with Bishop Gregory Mansour. They had the 

opportunity to pray with him and ask him questions that 

were on our minds. The MYA group had so many 

thoughtful, personal, and even deep questions. The Bishop 



did such a wonderful job answering the question to the best 

of his ability with humbleness and prosperity. 

 

After a beautiful 

mass that was 

shared with the 

Bishop, they 

went to a 

Clubhouse in 

Eastlake for 

dinner. They 

were able to get 

more one-on-one 

time with the Bishop. His warm heart truly allowed you to 

open up to him and not be afraid to ask questions. They 

talked about many subjects, but one of the popular subjects 

amongst the group was about the different relationship that 

they will be encountering during their adolescent years. 

The Bishop’s advice was admirable, he said friendships are 

important and our church is a good place to make strong 

friendships. However, love is something that needs time 

and patience, he said love is not something to rush. That 

day was perfect, it was filled with happiness. Bishop 

Gregory Mansour was humble, kind, loving, friendly and 

easy to talk to. They felt as if he was their friend.  Thank 

you Sayedna.  Looking forward for your next visit to our 

parish. A big thank to all those who helped and 

participated. 

The next 

MYO 

meeting will 

be on 

February 

23rd at 3:00 

PM at our 

church. 



 

On Sunday, January 13, 2019, Bishop Gregory Mansour 

ended his visit with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, 

people came from other States to join our parish in this 

blessed day. During Mass the Maronite Sisters In Christ 

were consecrated. After the Holy Mass, we joined Sayedna 

at the Brio’s restaurant for lunch. It was a very blessed 

gathering. Our apology for the limited seats we had as we 

didn’t expect such a turnout. Sayedna’s visit to our parish 

was a memorable one to all of us. Thank you everyone for 

making Sayedna’s visit a success.  

 

 Cana Sunday picnic (El Marfaa)  

 
Dear parishioners, 

Meet us on Cana Sunday, March 3rd, 2019 

Lake Park 

Shelter  3 

17302 N. Dale 

Mabry Hwy, 

Lutz, FL. 33548 

 

for a parish get 

together picnic.   

Please reserve the date. 

 

The day will start with the Divine Liturgy in the open air 

since we have obtained permission from Sayedna Bishop 

Gregory Mansour to celebrate the Holy Mass in nature. 

The parish will provide hotdogs and hamburgers.  And the 

ladies of our parish (the Maryamyett group) will prepare 

the rest of the food.  More information on the food will 

follow. 

 



Also, we will have a special program for our youngsters 

that will include games, activities and other surprises. 

We hope to see you all there.   

 

ACH, Church Account 

 
I would like to thank everyone who has been helping us in 

the ACH forms. 

The ACH is a monthly donation to Sts. Peter and Paul 

Church Account.  It is an automatic withdrawal from your 

own account and is automatically deposited into Sts. Peter 

and Paul Church Account.  

The ACH is very important, it will show the bank our 

commitment to our church and is a steady income, it will 

help us to get the loan needed from the bank for the new 

church building.  Thanks to all who are helping and to 

those who have already signed up for the ACH and, if you 

haven’t signed up yet for it, we encourage you to do 

so even if the amount is the widow penny.  Everyone is a 

stone in Sts. Peter and Paul Church.    

God is the Foundation, and no one is better than anyone 

else, we all can give toward our future church, our 

children’s church, our future generations.  It is our church 

now and will be the church of our present youth; the future 

of our parish. 

- 

Thanks to those who are making donations to clean the 

church. 

The Church current finance is as follow: 

Business Checking Account: $37,168 

Saving Account: $103,511 

 

 
 

Bulletin Committee: 

Fr. Fady Rouhana: 508-542-3243 

Mrs. Daisy Raad 

Mr. Elie Rouhana      
 

 


