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Weekend Mass Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm - Sunday 1 1 :30 am 

Eucharistic Adoration First Thursday of each month 6:00 pm 

Christmas prayer : 
During this holy season 
of Christmas,  we ask for 
your blessing on all 
families. 
Let Mary's openness to 
your wondrous ways be 
an inspiration to place all 
trust in you.
Let Joseph's courage 
provide hope during 
times of anxiety and 
uncertainty.  
Let Jesus' life ignite alll 
families with a spirit of 
light and love.
May the grace that 
encircled the Holy Family 
widen to embrace all 
families. 
May we focus this 
Christmas on the 
ultimate gift, Your Love.
For this we pray. 
Amen



Divine Liturgy: 

Christmas Eve Mass will be 
celebrated on Thursday, 
December 24, 2020 at 6:00 
PM 

Christmas Day Mass will be 
celebrated at 11:30 AM on 
Friday, December 24, 2020  
and on New Year’s Day, 
January 1st, 2021, on the 
Feast of the Circumcision of 
Jesus (Holy Day of 
Obligation) the Divine Liturgy 
will be celebrated at 6:00 PM.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- The one year  anniversary Mass in  lov ing memory of  our  dear 

and beloved departed soul  of  El ie  Chouei fat i  wi l l  be celebrated 

on Sunday  December 13,  2020 at  11:30 am. Fol lowed by a  Mercy 

Meal  at  St .  Charbel ’s  House of fered by the fami ly .   May  God rest 

his  soul .

- Join us to  pray together  the Chr is tmas Novena that  wi l l  s tar t  on 

Tuesday  December 15 ,  a t  6 :00 PM, for  9  consecut ive days  and 

ending on Thursday,  December  23,  2020.The novena is  a 

wonderfu l  sp i r i tual  preparat ion  for  the Glor ious Bi r th  of  our  Lord 

Jesus Chr is t .

- The Sodal i ty  of  the Maroni te  Sis ters in  Chr is t  and the MYA 

group of  our  par ish are prepar ing for  a  Chr is tmassy Day Event  to 

take p lace on Sunday,  December 19,  2020 f rom 3:00PM to

8:00 PM.The event  wi l l  inc lude  del ic ious food and bake sales, 

games,  crepes. . .a  v is i t  f rom Santa Clause and many surpr ises. 

Santa Clause v is i t  wi l l  be at  3:30 PM.  Santa wi l l  meet  wi th  the 

chi ldren to  d is t r ibute to  them the Chr is tmas g i f ts .  As usual ,  you 

may br ing your  chi ld  g i f t  to  be g iven by Santa.  Also,  the par ish 

wi l l  be d is t r ibut ing a smal l  Gi f t  to  each chi ld .  Many thanks to 

The Lebanese Forces Party  in  Tampa for  thei r  donat ion of  those 

symbol ic  g i f ts .  There wi l l  a lso be a specia l  program for  the 

chi ldren that  wi l l  inc lude Enter ta inment  and DJ.

This  is  an open inv i ta t ion to  each one of  you.   Come and jo in 

us.  Let  us be joyous and chal lenge a l l  dark c louds so that  when 

Chris tmas Day is  here we can a l l  shout  together  f rom the 

deepest  core of  our  hear ts  “Chr is t  is  born!  Al le lu iah

- Soon  and hopefu l ly , I  wi l l  be moving f rom the Par ish Home on 

Hunters green,  where I  present ly  l ive to  a new home on Waters 

Avenue which is  approximately  10 minutes away f rom the 

Church.

- I f  anyone would l ike to  donate any Chr is tmas Decorat ions to  be 

used for  the Chr is tmas event  on December 19,  whether  i t  is  used 

but  s t i l l  in  good condi t ion or  new,  you may contact  me or  br ing i t  

to  the church.

Glory be to  God who sends His  Only Son to be THE  L IGHT to 

the  World.  God be wi th  you. 



_FEAST Days 

in December 

Friday 4 : Saint Barbara

Tuesday 8 : Immaculate 
Conception Solemnity  

Monday 14 : John of the 
Cross Memorial 

Thursday 24 : Jesus 
birth, Christmas eve 

Friday 25 : Christmas 
Solemnity

He died December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was 
buried in his cathedral church, where a 
unique relic, called manna, formed in his grave. 
This liquid substance, said to have healing 
powers, fostered the growth of devotion to 
Nicholas. The anniversary of his death became a 
day of celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 
6th.
Other stories tell of Nicholas saving his people 
from famine, sparing the lives of those 
innocently accused, and much more. He did 
many kind and generous deeds in secret, 
expecting nothing in return. 
Within a century of his death he was celebrated 
as a saint. Today he is venerated in the East as 
wonder, or miracle worker and in the West as 
patron of a great variety of persons-children, 
mariners, bankers, pawn-brokers, scholars, 
orphans, laborers, travelers, merchants, judges, 
paupers, marriageable maidens, students, 
children, sailors, victims of judicial mistakes, 
captives, perfumers, even thieves and 
murderers! He is known as the friend and 
protector of all in trouble or need.

Who is St. Nicholas?
Discovering the truth about Santa 

Claus.

The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who 
was born during the third century in the village 
of Patara in Asia Minor. At the time the area was Greek 
and is now on the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy 
parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in 
an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying 
Jesus’ words to “sell what you own and give the money 
to the poor,” Nicholas used his whole inheritance to 
assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He 
dedicated his life to serving God and was 
made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop 
Nicholas became known throughout the land for his 
generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his 
concern for sailors and ships. Under the Roman 
Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted 
Christians, Bishop Nicholas suffered for his faith, was 
exiled and imprisoned. After his release, Nicholas 
attended the Council of Nicaea in AD 325.



Join us for a Special Christmassy Day Event on Sunday, December 19, 2020 at St. 
Charbel’s house from 3:00PM to 8:00 PM. The event will include food, games, prizes, a 
visit from Santa Clause and many surprises.
Menu to include: Lebanese Rice and chicken, Salad, Pasta bar, Christmas and 
Lebanese Pastries such as namoura, sfouf, Baklwa, Maamoul and much more.  Santa 
Clause to make a special appearance to our children and distribute Christmas presents 
at 3:30PM, you and your family will have the opportunity to take a memorable photo 
with Santa on a festively decorated stage.  
We hope that many of you join us and invite your friends to come and celebrate with us, 
keeping in mind that we must adhere to the social distancing and face mask guidelines. 
Let us welcome the Baby Jesus joyously with love and giving, while always 
remembering that Jesus is the reason for the season.

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE EVENT



MYA /MYO Retreat MYA - MYO 

MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION 

The Mystery of the Incarnation stands at the 
heart of Christianity and is one of the central 
truths of the catholic faith, therefore 
celebrated around the world during the 
Advent season. During this season, Christians 
focus on the birth of Christ and the mystery of 
his incarnation through which we believe God 
became flesh. 
The word incarnation means: a person who 
embodies in the flesh a deity, spirit, or 
abstract quality. It is the historical event of the 
conception and birth of God’s only son, where 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity took 
on a human nature  by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the cooperation of the Virgin Mary.  
This truth has been clearly stated in the 
Catechism: The Incarnation “does not mean 
that Jesus Christ is part God and part man, 
nor does it imply that he is the result of a 
confused mixture of the divine and the 
human. He became truly man while remaining 
truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true 
man” (CCC 464).
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
identifies four reasons for the incarnation: to 
save us from our sins; to testify to God’s love 
for us; to be our example of holiness; and to 
offer us a share in His own divine life.  Each 
of these , while they could each be taken 
separately, together express God’s desire to 
love is forever – which is itself a great and 
beautiful mystery.  
The birth of Jesus Christ has transformed 
human history. When we look upon the child 
in the manger, we see a human face, and yet, 
it is the image of God’s glory.  
This year, as we celebrate Christmas, may we 
be forever thankful for the Word of God

MYA

The Maronite Young Adults gathered on 
November 15, 2020 for a very special 
meeting to celebrate thanksgiving and 
their friendship as a Maronite group. They 
shared their spiritual reflection about 
Zachaeus, the tax collector. The young 
adults of our parish have been meeting to 
discuss and organize their First Christmas 
Annual Bake Sale, that will take place on 
December 19, 2020 at the Church 
Grounds.  This is a daylong event from 
3:00 - 8:00 PM and all are invited, as it will 
sure be a success.  The next MYA 
meeting will be held on December 12, 
2020 at 7 PM. All participants are 
encouraged to attend.  The MYA wishes 
everyone a blessed and safe Christmas 
season.



MARONITE SISTERS IN 
CHRIST SODALITY

The Sodality of the Maronite Sisters in Christ 
met several times during the month of 
November for their bi weekly sessions.  Their 
spiritual meetings consisted of Mass and 
Biblical discussions from the gospel of Luke. 
The Sodality also conferred regarding the 
organization of the Christmas bake sale that 
they are preparing delicious Lebanese Rice 
and Chicken and pasta station for all our 
guests. The Sodality invites anyone interested 
to join them in prayer, their next meeting will be 
on December 2, and December 16, 2020.  
The Sodality wishes the entire parish many 
blessings of peace during this Christmas 
season.

PARISH PICNIC
On November 1st, 2020, the Parishioners of 
Sts. Peter and Paul Maronite Catholic Church 
in Tampa, united at a pastoral picnic as one 
family in Christ, at St. Charbel’s house to 
celebrate the Feast of All Saints and All 
Souls’ Day. It was a blessing for our church 
to gather, as this was the first event since the 
covid 19 pandemic started.  The event was a 
success due to the contributions and hard 
work of everyone involved.  The picnic 
fundraiser raised $5750.00, thanks to all who 
supported this event.  May God reward and 
bless each and everyone of our parish 
members.

MYO
The Maronite Youth Organization convened 
their meetings on November 14, 2020 with a 
special Friendsgiving dinner.  The meeting was 
held at 4 pm at St.Charbel’s house and 
included spiritual talk, prayer and games along 
with dinner and everybody had an awesome 
time. The MYO of our parish consists of young 
adults ages 13-17, all are encouraged to join 
this youth group as investing in our youth is 
necessary in growing the body of Christ. 
Teaching young people in the church to grow 
in their relationship with the Lord prepares 
them to serve Christ in all they do. As a result, 
this nurtures the congregation and allows the 
church to flourish. The MYO wishes the parish 
a joyful Christmas season that is greeted with 
love and happiness.




